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FARAJ ABBO

Faraj Abbo had been developing for several years in a direction that was perhaps bound to end in so
n of abstraction. But his last leap into the abstract is so bold and hazardous as to surprise all those w
w his work. The links with his previous work are sometimes traceable in his basically geometri
aposition, but his breaking into pure colour and form has endowed his work with energy and power. 1
ee.years he has been treating vision as an experience in colour and light. Every painting is a renev
nnpt to cope with & mood of light, of atmosphere and, whether dazzling or subdued, the impact is of
iamic. The artist has never been so articulate; it may be significent that only by abandoning figurat
resentation has he achieved maximum communieation. He has shed his old skin, having worn it only
l,.and thereby revitalized his expression. One may have doubts about the originality of all this, but
st’s determined and sustained effort suggests a close scrutiny of his own creativity. The result is t
suous celebration of life which, in the final analysis, is the true function of art.
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